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CONTACT
INFORMATION

Yale University
28 Hillhouse Ave,
New Haven, CT 06511

B E-mail: cheryl.wu@yale.edu

EDUCATION Ph.D. in Economics, Yale University 2023–current
Fields: Growth, Trade.
B.S. in Mathematics, B.A. in Economics with Honors, University of Chicago 2017–2021

POSITIONS Research Scholar, Centre for the Governance of AI (GovAI) 2026–current
Fields: US-China AI competition, AI governance
GovAI Winter Fellow 2026
Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Tokyo 2024
Research Assistant for Dr. James Robinson and Dr. Leander Heldring 2022–2023
Research Assistant for Dr. Jaya Wen 2020–2023
Research Assistant for Dr. Chris Blattman 2019–2021

HONORS AND
AWARDS

EHA Early Stage Dissertation Grant 2026
ISPS Survey Research funding 2025–2026
Sylff Fellowship 2025–2026
Hitotsubashi University Joint Usage and Research Center Programs 2025–2026
Robert E. Evenson Fund 2024
National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship 2023
Phi Beta Kappa Member 2021
Summa Cum Laude 2021
Student Marshall 2020

WORKING
PAPERS

“The Economics of Recursive Self-Improvement” (2026)
joint with Tom Cunningham, Lukas Althoff, Basil Halperin, Brian Jabarian, Andrew Koh, Ar-
jun Ramani, Phil Trammell, Parker Whitfill
“Public Displays of Alignment: Firm Speech in Autocratic Regimes” (June 2025)
joint with Joris Mueller, Jaya Wen, Zi Yang Kang

RESEARCH
NOTES

“What We Learned from 1,604 Chinese AI Job Postings” (2026)
joint with Jean-Stanislas Denain, Anson Ho
“Do Benchmarks Overstate AI Capabilities? Evidence from SWE-Bench Verified” (2026)
joint with Parker Whitfill, Nate Rush, Joel Becker
“Final Training Runs Account for a Minority of R&D Compute Spending” (Mar 2026)
joint with Jean-Stanislas Denain (equal contribution)
“Will Compute Bottlenecks Prevent an Intelligence Explosion?” (August 2025)
joint with Parker Whitfill (equal contribution)

WORKS IN
PROGRESS

“Chinese AI Firms’ Financial Situation”
joint with Konstantin Pilz
“Adoption of Western Studies and Growth during the Meiji Restoration”
“FDI and Codification”
joint with Kexin Feng

REFEREE
SERVICE

Journal of International Economics, European Review of Economic History

TECHNICAL
SKILLS

Programming Languages: Python, R, Stata
Technical Software: ArcGIS
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mailto:cheryl.wu@yale.edu
https://elasticity.institute/rsi-paper.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IECgWxJP0zuQwfA5LNLCeetzpyEJrngi/view
https://epoch.ai/gradient-updates/what-we-learned-from-1604-chinese-ai-job-postings
https://metr.org/notes/2026-03-10-many-swe-bench-passing-prs-would-not-be-merged-into-main/
https://epoch.ai/gradient-updates/r-and-d-vs-training-compute
https://arxiv.org/abs/2507.23181


REFERENCES Dr. Tom Cunningham
METR
E-mail: tomcunningham@gmail.com

Dr. Pascual Restrepo
Yale University
E-mail: pascual.restrepo@yale.edu

Dr. Leah Boustan
Yale University
E-mail: leah.boustan@yale.edu

LANGUAGES Wu (native), Mandarin (native), English (fluent), Japanese (fluent, JLPT 2nd level: 172/180),
French (intermediate)

CITIZENSHIP USA
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